FAQs Spring Term 2022
What Covid-safety procedures are in place this term?
At Guildhall Young Artists Taunton (GYAT), we are committed to everyone’s safety and intend to
maintain good Covid-safety procedures.
It is clear that COVID-19 will be a feature of our lives for the foreseeable future. As restrictions
are again in place in our region of the UK, it is important that we all do our best to help manage
our risk. We know that some people will be feeling anxious, and it is important that we all
acknowledge and understand this.
This term at GYAT will feel similar to the ‘new normal’ of the Autumn Term 2021, but the
following changes to our safety measures must be observed by all students aged 11+, all staff
and visitors:
•
•
•

Face coverings are now required when moving around the buildings, in public areas and
in lessons and rehearsals, unless your teacher informs you otherwise or you are exempt.
Please take a lateral flow test at home either the evening or morning before you return,
then resume twice weekly-testing. The negative results of lateral flow tests are not
required to be reported to GYAT, though a positive lateral flow test should be reported.
Students who are isolating and/or who’ve had a positive PCR test result should be
reported to GYAT at your earliest convenience.

As before, everyone is encouraged to observe social distancing where it is feasible to do so.
We have a strict hygiene policy and require everyone to use hand sanitiser upon arrival and
frequently throughout the day.
We will ensure windows and doors are open and we’ll run classes outdoors if possible.
We encourage good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. The
etiquette expected is that coughing or sneezing should be done into your crooked elbow.
Rigorous hygiene cleaning regimes will continue, with sanitiser stations continuing to be
available at entrance points and in other communal spaces, and we encourage everyone to
practice good hand hygiene. Musicians will be asked to continue to wipe down shared
instruments and to wash hands before and after playing.

(cont’d)
Guildhall Young Artists Taunton – a division of the Guildhall School
at Richard Huish College, South Road, Taunton, Somerset TA1 3DZ
07754 217993 | gyataunton@gsmd.ac.uk | www.gyataunton.org.uk | @GYATaunton

-2Will refreshments be available?
No, everyone will need to bring their own drinks and snacks. There is a water fountain and there
are vending machines at the college selling drinks and snacks. We plan to review this situation
shortly and hope to run the refreshments table on Saturdays soon.
What should I bring with me?
Students are expected to come prepared to learn and have fun. Equipment will only be loaned or
shared if is surplus available and cleaning materials available. The exception to this is instruments
already out on loan, as well as pianos, ukuleles, drumkits and music stands, which will be
provided and cleaned as appropriate. GYAT /Huish instruments will be cleaned before and after
use. Students are advised to bring the following with them:
• face covering (and plastic bag for if/when it is removed) for students aged 11+
• individual water bottle (there are water fountains available) and food & drink as needed
• individual packet of tissues
• pencils (ideally 2B for music), eraser & sharpener
• musical instrument (no need to bring music stand)
• guitarists will need their own leads
• drum kit players will need their own sticks / brushes
• music production students will need their own headphones / earphones
• reading book – in case you have an extended break or wish to have ‘time out’
What entrance / exit should I use?
The rear car park and the green gate near that car park is the entrance which should be used by
all students/staff arriving by car. Proceed on foot to the Willow Building where everyone will be
required to form an orderly queue and sign in at the GYAT reception desk. Everyone will be
required to sanitise their hands on arrival, for which hand sanitiser and wipes will be available at
the entrance and at other points on site.
The main entrance at the front of Richard Huish College, South Road, Taunton TA1 3DZ should
only be used for pedestrians accessing GYAT in the Willow Building at Richard Huish College.
What about pick-up time?
Parents/carers picking up students should collect from outside the Willow Building. Alternatively,
they can wait in their cars and communicate by text (to the GYAT mobile 07754 217993 and to
student(s) they’re collecting) as to where they are. Everyone will be required to sign out at the
GYAT reception desk when they leave.
Who is the person in charge of Safeguarding?
The Designated Safeguarding Lead at GYAT is Rachael Parvin on 07754217993, email:
Rachael.Parvin@gsmd.ac.uk. In her absence please contact Guildhall School’s Head of
Safeguarding - Hetsie van Rooyen on 07473 961279, email: hetsie.vanrooyen@gsmd.ac.uk.
We believe all students should be able to confidently report any concerns to GYAT staff, to know
that their concerns will be treated seriously and that they can safely express their views and give
feedback to us. Guildhall School’s Safeguarding Policy is available to read on the GYAT website.
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What happens in case of emergency?
In a medical emergency an appointed First Aider will attend as quickly as possible. The appointed
First Aider at GYAT is Rachael Parvin on 07754217993. There are several First Aiders on the staff
at Huish who are also available during Saturdays if needed.
If the Fire Alarm sounds (a continuous alarm) everyone leaves the building by their nearest exit,
gathers on the lawn in front of the Willow Building and waits until the fire marshal says it is safe
to go inside the building.
If the Critical Incident Alarm sounds (pulsing on and off) everyone should follow the wellpublicised Run - Hide - Tell procedure which all staff know and understand, and they will look
after students during such an incident.
Who do we contact if we have questions or concerns?
In the first instance, tutors will be happy to help and support students, and answer any questions
they may have. The pastoral staff will also be available so please do contact staff whenever you
wish – don’t keep worries to yourself, please share them with us and allow us to help.
Have a great term! We look forward to welcoming you to GYAT very soon.
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